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Living Hospitality – Part 1

Who Cares About Hospitality?

“But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and
watchful in your prayers. And above all things have fervent love for

one another, for 'love will cover a multitude of sins.' Be hospitable to
one another without grumbling.”  1 Peter 4:7-9

philoxenia = “love of strangers”

1.     Hospitality is different than                                                            .

“When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers,
your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be
repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall
be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”  Luke 14:12-14
 

“'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You
drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe
You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the
King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’”  Matthew
25:37-40
 

“The greatest disease in the West today is not TB or leprosy; it is being
unwanted, unloved, and uncared for. We can cure physical diseases with
medicine, but the only cure for loneliness, despair, and hopelessness is
love. There are many in the world who are dying for a piece of bread but
there are many more dying for a little love.”  Mother Teresa

friends vs. strangers



2.     Hospitality isn’t just opening our homes, but also our                                        .

“So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not
only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear
to us.”  1 Thessalonians 2:8
 

“Scruffy hospitality means you’re not waiting for everything in your house to
be in order before you host and serve friends in your home. Scruffy hospitality
means you hunger more for good conversation and serving a simple meal of
what you have, not what you don’t have. Scruffy hospitality means you’re
more interested in quality conversation than the impression your home or lawn
makes. If we only share meals with friends when we’re excellent, we aren’t truly
sharing life together.”  Robin Shreeves

Living Hospitality:

“Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so
doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.”  Hebrews 13:1-2
 

“Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing
is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away
from her.”  Luke 10:41-42
 

“Every family should have a room where Christ is welcomed in the person of the
hungry and thirsty stranger. The poor are a greater temple than the sanctuary;
the poor are an altar that you can raise up anywhere, on any street, and offer
the liturgy at any hour.”  St. John Chrysostom

1.  Make a 

2.  Keep it 

3. Take off your 

Answer Key: fellowship, hearts, plan, simple, socks



Living Hospitality – Part 2

Hospitality in the Church

Hospitable“But the end of all things is at hand; therefore… 
be hospitable to one another without grumbling.”  

1 Peter 4:7-9

As the Church, we must                                  and                                         all,

even those who are                                                              from us.

“Also you shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the heart of a
stranger, because you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”  Exodus 23:9
 

“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe. He
administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the
stranger, giving him food and clothing. Therefore love the stranger, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt.”  Deuteronomy 10:17-19
 

"And if a stranger dwells with you in your land, you shall not mistreat him.
The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among
you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land
of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”  Leviticus 19:33-34

 
“The one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.”  John 6:37

Theme Verse:

“Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him,
and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants… even them I will bring to
My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer.  Their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on My altar; for My house shall
be called a house of prayer for all nations.”  Isaiah 56:6-7



I cannot                                the one God has                                             .

“God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean.” 
Acts 10:28
 

“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all
those who heard the word. And those of the circumcision who believed
were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.”  Acts 10:44-45

Living Hospitality:

1.                                            “strangers”, not just friends 

Answer Key: accept, embrace, different, reject, accepted, greet, invite, pray

See Peter in Acts 10

“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you
that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in
heaven.”  Matthew 18:10

We believe that every person who enters our church is the most important
person in the world. That person is sent by God and should be loved and
accepted as such.

STSA Core Value #1:   LIMITLESS ACCEPTANCE

2.                                             someone to church

3.                                             before and during church 



Living Hospitality – Part 3

Who Is My Neighbor

Hospitable“But the end of all things is at hand; 
therefore… be hospitable to one another without grumbling.” 

1 Peter 4:7-9

“A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among
thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed,
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that
road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a
Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on
the other side.
          But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And
when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to
him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I
will repay you.’
          So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell
among the thieves?”

The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:30-36

MY NEIGHBOR IS THE ONE WHO…

1.    ...has 

“Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so
doing some have unwittingly entertained angels. Remember the prisoners
as if chained with them—those who are mistreated—since you yourselves
are in the body also.”  Hebrews 13:1-3



Answer Key: no helper, burden, bear, God sends

see Ananias in Acts 9

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.”  Matthew 11:28-30

2.   ...has a                                                 he can't                     

3.   ...                                                  to me

“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone
thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.” 
Galatians 6:2-3

Carry the burdens of others and 
trust Jesus to carry yours. 

[God] “…who dwells in highest and looks upon lowly…” 

Liturgy of St. Basil


