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a n  o r d i n a r y  p l a c e
w h e r e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y

t h i n g s  h a p p e n

blind faith



“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life — the life was manifested, and we have seen, and
bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and
was manifested to us —  that which we have seen and heard we declare to you,
that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”  1 John 1:1-3

 

 

“The reason people are so easily talked out of Christianity is because they were
never talked into it in the first place.”  Frank Turek

 

 

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” 
 John 20:30-31

 

 

“When John says that Jesus loved him, he is not boasting that he was somehow
the Lord’s favorite.  Rather, he is presenting his credentials: as one who was
especially close to Jesus, he was in a position to know things not known by others.  
Since he offers his gospel as a witness to the world, he offers himself in his
capacity as EYEWITNESS INSIDER.”  Fr. Lawrence Farley

 

 

“This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we
know that his testimony is true.”  John 21:24

 

blind faith part 1: Water to wine

WHAT IS  FAITH?  IS  IT  TRULY BLIND?

WE BELIEVE BASED ON WHAT WE                                                        ,

OR WHO WE                                        .



“Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He
said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  Revelation 21:5

 

 

“Let us not therefore wonder that God did it, but love Him because He did it in
our midst, and for the purpose of our restoration… Let us knock, that He may
open to us, and fill us with the invisible wine: for we were water, and He made
us wine, made us wise; for He gave us the wisdom of His faith, while before we
were foolish.”  St. Augustine

 

Answer Key: experience, trust, faith, experience

THE FIRST SIGN:   WATER TURNED INTO WINE

“Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have
well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!”  This
beginning of SIGNS Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and
His disciples BELIEVED in Him.”  John 2:10-11

EXPERIENCE    FAITH    MY                       MY 

see John 2:1-12



“If faith was a psychological crutch, I concluded, it must be a very powerful one.
If it was nothing more than a veneer of cultural tradition, why were these people
not shaking their fists at God and demanding that their friends and family stop
all this talk about a loving and benevolent supernatural power?”  
Francis Collins, The Language of God

 

 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life — the life was manifested, and we have seen, and
bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and
was manifested to us — that which we have seen and heard we declare to you…”  
1 John 1:1-3

 

blind faith part 2: the nobleman's son

HIS EXPERIENCE LED TO HIS FAITH.

HIS FAITH LEADS TO MY                                   .

MY FAITH LEADS TO MY                                                     .

 

EXPERIENCE      FAITH      MY FAITH     MY EXPERIENCE 

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”
John 20:30-31

 

 

“Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many
believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did.”  John 2:23

 



“Teach me to treat all that comes to me throughout the day with the peace of
soul and with the firm conviction that Your will governs all.  In all my deeds and
words, guide my thoughts and feelings.  In unforeseen events, let me not forget
that all are sent by You.” Prayer of St. Philaret of Moscow

Answer Key: faith, experience, trust, testimony

SECOND SIGN:  
HEALING THE NOBLEMAN ’ S SON

Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your son lives.” So the man believed the word
that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.”  John 4:50

see John 4:46-54

JESUS SAYS:                                        ME BASED ON THE

                                                       OF OTHERS

FAITH IS TO LIVE EACH DAY AS IF JESUS IS WHO SAYS HE IS.

“And many more believed because of His own word.  Then they said to the
woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have
heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”
John 4:41-42

 



“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life — the life was manifested, and we have seen, and
bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and
was manifested to us — that which we have seen and heard we declare to you…”  
1 John 1:1-3

 

 

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” 

 John 20:30-31

 

blind faith
part 3: healing on the sabbath

THIRD SIGN:  
HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC
see John 5:1-18

“Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” And immediately the man
was made well, took up his bed, and walked.  And that day was the Sabbath. The
Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for
you to carry your bed.”  John 5:8-10

 

 

“Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your
tradition?... Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your
tradition.”  Matthew 15:3, 6

 

                     IDEOLOGIES/RULES/AGENDAS

BEING ON THE WRONG SIDE OF                                     MEANS

BEING ON WRONG SIDE OF                         .



“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.”  John 13:35

Answer Key: people, love, God, the world

“For God so loved                                                           that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  
John 3:16

 

 

“For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He
had done these things on the Sabbath… Therefore the Jews sought all the
more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that
God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”  John 5:16-18

 

DOES MY IDEOLOGY/RULES/AGENDA

GET IN WAY OF LOVING PEOPLE THAT GOD LOVES?

IS THERE ANY CHANCE THAT YOUR VIEW TODAY

COULD BE FLAWED?

“He who does not love does not know God, for GOD IS LOVE.”  1 John 4:8



“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life — the life was manifested, and we have seen, and
bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and
was manifested to us — that which we have seen and heard we declare to you…”  
1 John 1:1-3

 

 

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”
John 20:30-31

 

blind faith
part 4: feeding of the 5,000

FOURTH SIGN:  
FEEDING OF THE 5,000
see John 6:1-35

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place,
and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). Jesus then took the
loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they
wanted. He did the same with the fish.  John 6:10-11

 

 

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces
that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled
twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who
had eaten.  John 6:12-13

 

THE SIGN IS NEVER THE                                 , 

THE SIGN IS MEANT TO                                 US TO HIM.



“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” Then Jesus declared, “I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.  John 6:34-35

 

Answer Key: point, point, My agenda, barrier, Jesus, want

Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his
seal of approval.”  John 6:27

 

 

So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and
believe you? What will you do? Our ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written: He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” 

John 6:30-31

 

                               IS THE GREATEST                                      

TO DEVELOPING AN AUTHENTIC RELATIONSHIP

IS                                  ENOUGH EVEN WHEN I DON’T GET 

WHAT I                                    ?

“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”
John 6:67-68



“The language of thrust and counter-thrust, of question and answer, of
sustained argument makes it clear that John is not simply telling a story – he is
arguing a case.”  Fr. Lawrence Farley

 

 

“…but these [signs] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”  John 20:31

 

blind faith
part 5: the man born blind

SIXTH SIGN:  
BLIND MAN RECEIVES SIGHT
see John 9

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?”  Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but
that the works of God should be revealed in him. I must work the works of Him
who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  John 9:1-5

 

 

“Therefore the Lord made clay, pointing out the original fashioning [creation] of
man, manifesting the hand of God to those who can understand by what hand
man was formed from the dust.  For what the Artificer, the Word, had omitted to
form in the womb [the blind man’s eyes], He then supplied in public.”  Irenaeus of

Lyons 

 

 
JESUS DIDN’T JUST BREAK THEIR VERSION OF SABBATH.

HE BROKE THEIR                                   .

 

I  DON ’ T HAVE TO UNDERSTAND EVERYTHING

TO BELIEVE SOMETHING.



“Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I
was blind, now I see.”  John 9:25

Answer Key: god box, aren't looking

“The surest way to prevent yourself from learning a topic is to believe you
already know it.”  James Clear

 

 

“His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had
AGREED ALREADY that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be
put out of the synagogue.”  John 9:22

 

 

THERE’S A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “NOT SEEING”

BECAUSE YOU CAN’T SEE, AND “NOT SEEING”

BECAUSE YOU                                                    

 



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;

without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life

was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not

overcome it.”  John 1:1-5

blind faith
part 6: raising of lazarus

SEVENTH SIGN:  
LAZARUS RAISED FROM THE DEAD
see John 11

“Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is
sick.”  When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for
the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  John 11:3-4

 

 

“Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall
never die. Do you believe this?”  She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You
are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”  John 11:25-27

 

 

 

W H Y  W O U L D  A  G O O D  G O D  A L L O W  B A D

T H I N G S  T O  H A P P E N ?

GOD DOESN’T REMOVE DARKNESS;

HE                                    IT WITH US.



“Man, bearing the image and beauty of God, was meant to stand radiant and
eternal, bound heart to heart with unbreakable bonds as one shining family,
triumphant in the love of God.  And here death had worked its woe and torn
down all the work of God.  All that was left on earth of that shining and radiant
vision was a scattered collection of weeping women, wailing to break the
heart, clawing the dust, rending their robes in grief, powerless to stop the
worms from eating the flesh of their family.”  Fr. Lawrence Farley

 

 

“Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see
the glory of God?” John 11:40

 

 

“Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus
did,                                                     in Him.”  John 11:45

 

EXPERIENCE      FAITH      MY FAITH     MY EXPERIENCE 

“And truly Jesus did many other SIGNS in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written
that you may BELIEVE that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have LIFE in His name.”  John 20:30-31

Answer Key: enters into, believed 



BRING AN ANCIENT FAITH
TO YOUR MODERN WORLD

STSA Church was established in April 2012 with

a mission to “bring an ancient faith to a modern

world.” We attempt to do that by presenting the

depth and richness of our Orthodox Christian

faith, in a way that’s relevant and applicable to

life in the 21st century. 

 

The only materials you’ll find on our site, stsaministries.org, are ones that we personally use at

STSA Church and have been using for years. Our staff and volunteers have spent years researching,

testing, and refining the content and we pray that they’ll be as helpful to you as they have been to

us. Our  goal  is  to  continuously  develop  new materials. Subscribe  at stsaministries.org to receive

monthly email updates as additional resources are developed and released.

 STSAMINISTRIES.ORG

Resources Available  and Coming Soon:

Volunteer Management Guide 

Sunday Welcome Table Materials

Introduction to Orthodoxy Resource Site

Membership Group Package

Life Group Series Package 

Llife Group Starter Guide 

STSA MINISTRIES IS  A
COMMUNITY OF RESOURCES
INSPIRATION,  AND LEARNING 
DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE
AND EQUIP ORTHODOX
CHURCH LEADERS IN THEIR
LOCAL COMMUNITIES .

Visit FOR ACCESS TO THE LATEST RESOURCES.
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