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Finding My Way to His Will
Part 1: The Wrong Way

God never intended His will to be a mystery.
His desire to reveal His will is even greater than your
desire to find it.
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be
unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” Ephesians 5:15-17

Sovereign will + moral will

→ personal will

“All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according
to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. No
one can restrain His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’” Daniel 4:35
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from
sexual immorality.” 1 Thessalonians 4:3

Key to God’s sovereign will is acceptance
Key to God’s moral will is obedience

COMMON MISTAKES IN DISCERNING GOD’S WILL:
1.

WE DON’T ASK

“Yet you do not have because you do not ask” James 4:2

START ASKING

2.

WE HEAR WHAT WE WANT TO HEAR

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves teachers and they will turn their ears away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 2 Timothy 4:3-4

START LISTENING

3.

WE RELY TOO MUCH ON LOGIC

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says
the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” Isaiah 55:8-9
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6

START TRUSTING

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds,
and to him who knocks it will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8
“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your
heart.” Jeremiah 29:13
“He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6

My role isn’t to judge or even understand the will of
God, but rather to SEEK IT sincerely.

Answer Key: Sovereign, moral, acceptance, obedience, asking, listening, trusting

Finding My Way to His Will
Part 2: The Right Way

God never intended His will to be a mystery.
His desire to reveal His will is even greater than your
desire to find it.

I HAVE TO WANT GOD’S WILL MORE THAN MY WILL.

My will: comfort and happiness
God’s will: character and holiness
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you
are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! For you have
said in your heart: “I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest
sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like
the Most High.” Isaiah 14:12-14
“He [Jesus] went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O
My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I
will, but as You will.” Matthew 26:39

MOVING FROM MY WILL TO THY WILL
PHASE 1: I WANT WHAT I WANT… RIGHT NOW
“Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she had an
Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar. So Sarai said to Abram, “See
now, the LORD has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my
maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of
Sarai.” Genesis 16:1-2

PHASE 2: I WANT WHAT GOD WANTS… BUT
“Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack:
Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” But he was
sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.”
Mark 10:21-22

PHASE 3: I WANT WHAT GOD WANTS… PERIOD
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”
Matthew 16:24-25

To be a follower of Jesus, I must deny myself
(my will).
“They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable,
disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.” Titus 1:16

Man: Show me and I’ll trust You.
God: Trust Me and I’ll show you.

Answer Key: more than, right now, but, period, deny

