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PART 1: I MARRIED THE WRONG PERSON

“When he [Satan] lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the
father of lies.” John 8:44
“But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your
minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” 2 Corinthians
11:3
“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32

THE LIE:

I MARRIED THE WRONG PERSON

Emphasizes “my right to choose” vs “my responsibility for my choice”

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the
way of death.” Proverbs 14:12
“Soulmate” vs SOLE mate

THE
SOLUTION:

GO "ALL IN" TO YOUR MARRIAGE

“What is more foolish? Taking the risk to trust your spouse and risking the small
likelihood that he/she will betray you? Or deciding that you’re not going to fully
trust them and risking the almost certain likelihood that it will build a wall
between you and undermine your marriage?” Shaunti Feldhahn
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and they shall become one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his
wife, and were not ashamed.” Genesis 2:24-25

“‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?” So then, they are no longer two but
one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Matthew 19:5-6
“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a
child; but when I became a man, I put away CHILDISH things.”
1 Corinthians 13:11

PART 2: IT’S ALL HIS/HER FAULT

“When he [Satan] lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the
father of lies.” John 8:44

THE LIE:

TRUTH:

IT’S ALL HIS/HER FAULT

What’s IN you will eventually come OUT
of you regardless of who’s WITH you.

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.”
Proverbs 4:23
“Those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they
defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” Matthew 15:18-19

WRONG WAY: Focus on THEIR behavior vs MY heart
“And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider
the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove
the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First
remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove
the speck from your brother’s eye.” Matthew 7:3-5

RIGHT WAY: Regularly examine and honestly clarify
how I’m feeling.
“People travel to wonder at the height of mountains, at the huge waves of the
sea, at the long courses of rivers, at the vast compass of the ocean, at the
circular motion of the stars; and they pass by themselves without wondering.”
St. Augustine
“For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of
the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of
the evil treasure brings forth evil things.” Matthew 12:34-35

PART 3: HE’S/I’M NOT GOOD ENOUGH

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue.” Proverbs 18:21

THE LIE

Wives: He’s not good enough.
Husbands: I’m not good enough.

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” Proverbs 23:7

TRUTH:

Wives, the secret to your husband’s
greatness is your belief in him.

“[A virtuous wife] opens her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of
kindness.” Proverbs 31:26
“A quarrelsome wife is like the dripping of a leaky roof in a rainstorm.” Proverbs
27:15
“Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the
bones.” Proverbs 16:24
“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not
puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no
evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

How do you fill this gap?

EXPECTATION

BEHAVIOR
Believe the best?
Or assume the worst?

Excerpts from The One Thing You Need to Know, by Marcus Buckingham

“In the happiest couples, the wife rated the husband more positively
than he did on every single quality. For some reason, the wife in a
highly rewarding relationship consistently credited her husband with
qualities that he didn't think he had.”
“And so, over time, my positive illusions create an upward spiral of
love. My illusions give me conviction. My conviction leads to security.
My security fosters intimacy. And my intimacy reinforces love.”
“Putting these conclusions together, this controlling insight can serve
as the One Thing you need to know about happy marriage: Find the
most generous explanation for each other's behavior and believe it.”

TRUTH:

Husbands, you were ordained to be
priest, prophet and king.

“Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the
wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life,
that your prayers may not be hindered.” 1 Peter 3:7

Mark 9:23

PART 4: DIVORCE IS NO BIG DEAL
“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This is a great MYSTERY, but I
speak concerning Christ and the church.” Ephesians 5:31-32

TRUTH #1:
Marriage is not a man-made institution.
It is a God-ordained mystery.
“The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful
for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?" And He answered and
said to them, "Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning
"made them male and female and said, "For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh'? So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God
has joined together, let not man separate." Matthew 19:3-6

TRUTH #2:
Marriage isn’t something we shouldn’t undo.
It’s something we CAN’T undo.
“For the Lord God of Israel says that He hates divorce, for it covers one’s
garment with violence,” says the Lord of hosts. “Therefore take heed to
your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.” Malachi 2:16

TRUTH #3:
Marriage isn’t a contract you made with your
spouse. It’s a covenant you made with God.
“Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not to
depart from her husband… And a husband is not to divorce his wife.” 1
Corinthians 7:10-11

THE LAW OF SOWING & REAPING
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.” Galatians 6:7-8

1. You reap WHAT you sow
2. You reap WHERE you sow
3. You reap AFTER you sow

Galatians 6:9

